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A short guide for children, teens and child-led
organisations about a new United Nations treaty
that lets you speak up about child rights violations

This leaflet is written to help you understand what this
new treaty, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on
the Rights of the Child on a Communications Procedure,
called the OP3 CRC for short, is all about. But first, it’s
important that you understand how your rights are defined
by the United Nations (or UN) in a very important treaty
called the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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A treaty, also called a convention, is a formal
agreement or a contract that can be accepted
by countries. If a country agrees to, or ratifies,
the treaty, it agrees to do what the treaty says.
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The UN has several treaties to protect the rights
of children (all people under 18 years-old), but
the main treaty that protects children’s rights
is the Convention on the Rights of the Child or
the CRC. Under the CRC, children have many
rights, like the right to grow up in a protective
environment, to express themselves and have their views heard.
The rights apply to many aspects of your life, including family, community,
education, and health.
Some examples of

violations of the rights in the CRC could include:

*

Being excluded from going
to school, because of things
like your sex, race, a
disability or even because
the school uniform or
books are too expensive.

*

Being separated from one
or both of your parents,
such as through a divorce
or being placed in care,
without being consulted
to see how you feel about
the situation and where
you would prefer to live.

“All children have these rights,
no matter who they are,
where they live, what their
parents do, what language they
speak, what their religion is,
whether they are a boy or girl,
what their culture is,
whether they have a disability,
whether they are rich or poor.
No child should be treated
unfairly on any basis” (UNICEF).
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HOW CAN OP3 CRC HELP
PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS?
By ratifying OP3 CRC, governments
agree that children should be allowed
to go to the UN and ask for help if
violations of their rights cannot be
dealt with at national level.
If the Committee on the Rights
of the Child finds that there was a
violation of children’s rights,it will
make concrete recommendations
and give advice to the government
in the country where the violation
happened.

These recommendations will name certain things that the people
working for the government can do to provide a remedy, or
solution, to make sure this violation of children’s rights will not
happen again.
While the recommendations that the UN gives to governments are
not law, countries that ratify OP3 CRC have agreed that they will
try to follow the advice and put things right for the children who
have suffered.
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OP3 CRC works in two different ways:
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✔ Providing care and support,
✔ Taking a child out of a dangerous situation,

✔ Paying some money as compensation, or
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✔ Asking the government to take the people who violated child
rights to court.
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IMPORTANT POINT

When examining a complaint or
making an inquiry and deciding what
to do, the Committee on the Rights
of the Child takes into account what’s
best for the child involved – his or her
‘best interests’ and the rights and
views of the child.

DOES OP3
CRC APPLY
IN YOUR
COUNTRY?
WHAT CAN YOU DO?
If your country has not yet ratified OP3
CRC, you can encourage them to do so by
telling them why you think it’s important.
Here are some things you can do:

*

Talk about OP3 CRC to your friends, in your
school, in your club or organisation, and explain
what it is about and why it matters to you;

*
*

Share information and provoke discussions on the Internet and via
social networks;

*

Join forces with friends and organisations involved in a national
campaign to get your country to ratify OP3 CRC.

Ask organisations or people you know, like your local children’s rights
contact person or your teacher, where you could bring up this issue in
your town and encourage them to start a campaign for the ratification
of OP3 CRC;
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*
*
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WHY SHOULD A COUNTRY RATIFY OP3 CRC?
To show that it cares about children as rights-holders.
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FIND OUT MORE INFORMATION AND HOW TO GET INVOLVED AT:

www.ratifyop3crc.org/SpeakUp
Produced by Child Rights Connect for Ratify OP3 - International Coalition for the OPCRC on a Communications Procedure

